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Dear Bob, 

It has been a long time. Although I was far past tiredness and CTiotionally 
upti^t, I remember the very pleasant lunch to which you and Jessica took me next to 
the last time I was out that iray. I have reformed a bit since then and now tiy to average 
six hours sleep. I have continued with the same and related work. It has been banlc— 
rupting, requiting intellectually only, gibing the kind of lift doing the impossible 
can provide. 

One of tliese impossibl® is largely responsible for my delay in answering your 
letter of the 18th. I am James Earl Hay's investigator. After completing my book on the 
ing asfsassination, without ever meeting or corresponding with him, I was able to 
persuade Ray to ask a friend of mine to represent him, This wealtiiy lawyer professed 
interest in the assassinations and their consequences but like so many, soon got paranoid 
about them, then disspdrited. He has done notliing except impede progress. A bright young 
lawyer, who has yet to try his first case or even have a client has done all the legal 
work, based on my investigations. Recently we filed a book-length petition habeas corpus 
in federal court in Nashville. The State filed and answer, fefc now have the draft of our 
Traverse (l think the kid has done a great job). Today I go to Washington with 2,5CG 
words of notes and suggestions on the Traverse, after whicA he will correct and type 
the Travers© and file it. 

This Bay/^'ing case is incredible. Kjios'djag what is true, I still can't believe such 
thihgs can liappen. This kid and I are having a helluva time keeping it from happening 
all over again. There was no case against Ray at all. Foreman came into the case only to 
]Mit him away for the government. have not been able to really investigate Forcanan, but 
I have two other cases where he did similar things for the mob, exculpating the guilty 
by convioting his client. 

Anyway, I'll have that off my back by toni^t. Tomorrow we have long^-standing 
medical appointments in Washington also (we are 50 miles away) and I havo to see if any- 
thing can be done for a young man adopted by "^il's sister who got into trouble and was 
screwed by the police. Under my influence he started to straighten himself out. He w®t 
to the cops with me and offered to tell them what he knew of vrhat interested than if he 
would not be hurt. They told him there were no charges against him and they vrould do 
nothing so he tiilked. They promptly filed nine charges against him and deny all else. 

His lawyer has the problem of figuring out what now »}illK hurt him least, cmi prove 
the cops are lying, but the lawyer feels ho may get burned worse if he can t make a deal 
on a lesser charge for the kid. If this lawyer has no need for me bofoie Monday, when 
trial is scheduled, I hope to be able to go over mji files and make photscopies of enou^ii 
to tell you whether you have a chance of collecting for me. The coa-!any is the Raymar 
■**ook Ckj«, of ^'^nrovia, a Los Angeles suburb. 

Our financial situation is so bad I'll have to know what the costs you will want 
advanced are. We are a^ut $35,000 in debt with only sli^t regular Income, what ay v/ife 
makes this time of the year as a tax consultant. Wo have more than SSO^OOO owed us, with 
little prospect of recovery, I fear, largely because of dismal experiences >jitlx lawyers. 
If you feel the chances are good. I’ll be able to borrow tha costs. 

I hope Jessica hasn't had the experiences I’ve had with publishers. They are croyked 
enou^ without the certainty that if they are pressed they'd have vfhat they knot/ they 11 
have with me, federal sympathy, I have, copies of editions of my works never accounted~for, 
contracts under which I've never gottai a cent, even proofs of sales in excess of what 
I've betxn paid for. In six years I've not been able to get the Aow York la\«yer to do any- 
thing, even when he says he has a tight case, including clear ma.i1 fraud. 

Do you know a good Hew York lawyer? 




I don’t know if wheai we lunched I told you what hapjxjned to our farm and us. We 
were ruined hy lovi-flylng military helicoptorso Literally. Bvaa the Secretary of defense 
couldn’t stop it. Ho tried. For a while the general counsel of the defense department 
represented us against the Army! Ever hear of such a thing? We won a precedent suit and 
that didn t stop it, iefe sued for trespass. "Hie first case citing it as precedent was 
affirmed By the inipraHe Court. I understand but do not know tint it was also precedent 
cited in the recent Los Angeles Airport case. Perhaps the most surprising thing ir. tint 
we won at all because the case was never prepared and that lawyer lot the statute run 
on some of the damages for the period subsequent to the period sued for. When I learned 
this, I stopped the running of the statute administratively. We got a new Isiwyer, Edward 
Bennett Williams, He assigned a bri^t young mn to the case and things started out 
promisingly. % that tine I had started to work on the Warren Gomrrission. As it turned 
out, Williams is one of Warren's best friends and the young lawyer had been Warren's law 
cleik! They then just stalled for years, about six. Finally, the young lawyer moved to 
Califomia to start a political career. He wrote a letter abandoning us from Aiizona. I 
then got a now lav?yer in Baltimore and after a year and a half finally prodded him into 
action. When another lav/yer in his firm learned what had teppened to us, he got alj 
steamed up about doing the courtroom worfi. He just couldn t believe that such a thing 
could happen. So, the latest developHcnt is that the government now clsojna Wiilipje let 
the statute run on about of what I'd stopped it on. They may be right, I don t know. 

Do I sound like an updated character from Sholem Aleichem? 

This, laid you, >iith a case where collection is automatic. Until I got the Baltimore 
lawyer I was pro se. The judge got after the U.a.Attomey when I offered to hogotiat© 
a settlement, telling him in my presence that he had already ruled on the case and tlie 
sole question was proof of lass. Even so the government stalled for almost tv;o years. 

Actually, when JFK was killed I was working on a hook on all of this, I lost that 
agent when X started the Jl^ work. We had a. handshake deal for the book, with Crovna. I 
also found tb^at my emotional involvement was such that I was incapable of^^too light touch 
needed. I irid and have in mind a combination of Blandings Hutids His Draw &)ose and 
The Egg and X, a novel but all true, ¥e real3.y were internationally famous as farmers. 

V?han no agents would touch assassination writing I became my own. In may of 1965 

i interested the Saturday Evening Post in chapter use of my firstte book. Whitewash. 

He had a $1 ,000 check waiting for him for just sigaing contracts, I’wo weeks later the 
deal was off and he had no interest in this book I had tantaidvelt titled h'verythxng 
Happens. Ho had said it certainly would make a movie. The whole thing was a mystery 
to me until the Watergate case, I had had my ovin painful experiences witli revanchist 
Cubans, beginning with l^hitewash, which exposes some of thjaa nnd says Oswald was intelligence. 
Two of the Vfatergate characters are in my files. I have the FBI reports on them. So, I 
took a perfunctory look at the case and lo! S, Howard Hunt, the macher in the deal, while 

he was still in ClA. also was >d.th this same literary agency to whicii the Post had sent me. 

He maintained tills . connection throu^ all the 3 rears of active assassination publishing. 

If this doesHi't sound paranoid enough, X have carbon copies of CIA surveillance on me, 
More tiian this alone, etails and proofs, 

I have an added point in this, I do think the book on what happened to us could make 
a movie.J'll never be able to detach mysslf enough to do a good job on it, I'd very much 
like a collaborator. Does Eessica know mz someone who might be interested? 

Actually, I’m overloaded with viable literary materials I'll be able to do nothing 
about. The curse on me in publishing, mostly for inventing the underground book and ' ffl ald . ng 
a success of it, can t be overcome, I've recently given, several away for an interest in 
them,, At least one, ff a good job, shiould have movia possibiltics. another for wbdeh I 
haven t found tho ri^t writer is a kind of Citiara Kane. Several years ago the former FBI 
agenf^-rho was tlien H.L. Hunt's chief of security, became and remains a friend. (Hunt offered 
me a job in November 1971, as his ^lost!) Sppoka are not viritors. And this guy is no 
Clifford Ining. The famous and infamous Hunt sons got, him when he got the old man to make 
modest provisions for a couple of bastards. If you don t know it. Hunt began as a vjhorehop- 
ping, vjild-^est card sharp, led a brawling life until Ee struck it rich in oil. I have 
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met him on his invitation until the Hunt boys got liim. He»d ciieck with me on the 
extremists after the old man’s money. iJe gave much to tiiem, Oftaa I could give Paul 
eiiou^ for him to stop it. In his business » Paul is sharp. When he knew the boys were out 
to get him because they wanted to isolate the old man and keep all his great wealth for 
themselves, he also knew xih at to do. He caught ISiem bugging him and wiretapping, compaete 
with equipment, tapes, etc. It ended in a l^suit ha won, establishing his credentials 
as other than a Cliffori Irving, 

I ramble, the sun comes and I must get ready to go. I have goia into some of these 
things, and theyjc are only sargples of the yield of the kind of life I've led for the 
past seven or eight years, in the hope that Jessica mi^^t know someone who could be 
interested in vrriting some of these stories. 

I± you ever cesae east, we and the bank share ownership of five beautiful acres 
on the side of a mountain near Camp David, an hour from the Washington of Baltimore 
airports. Our accomodations are not do luxe but I think you'd be comfortable. We co- 
habitate with x-fild ani mal s x-fhose friendliness varies xiith the banting seasons. If you 
roaerabor how I had wild geesxf tamed to come at my call and eat from my mouth, you 
might enjoy the eqxrlvalont with our bass and golden trout. Hot from toe mouth, thou^, 

I do appreciate xrour xrillingnass to help, not oialy because of our urgent need 
but perhaps more because it }xas become so rare. I'll send enou^ of too file in a 
few days, ^'imy thanks. 



Bincerely, 




